
Developing a Culture of Innovation 

& Entrepreneurship at UPRM



UPRM

- Best students in Puerto Rico (based on their IGS score)
- Eng: 4,695 | Sciences: 3,237 | Arts: 1,975 | Agri. Sciences: 1,567 | Business Adm.: 1,153
- Leading producer of bilingual Hispanic engineering professionals
- Consistently produces finalists for EnterPRize, InnoVenture and Justas Empresariales 

competitions
- Averaged 50 yearly pre-invention disclosures and major producer of patents in the UPR system
- Oldest Entrepreneurship Minor and Business Center in the UPR system
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Building an innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem



Business & Economic 

Development Center 

(BEDC)
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez (UPRM)



Promote an entrepreneurial 
mindset by mobilizing the 
multidisciplinary human and 
technical resources of the 
University  in support of  
initiatives that promote 
entrepreneurship, innovation 
and economic growth.

UPRM University 

Center Program 

Mission

Established 1986





Pipeline of Start ups



Economic Development Assistance to Public 
Units and Nonprofits

Work Program: Accomplishments



Work Program: Accomplishments

Facilitating Commercialization of Innovations



Work Program: Accomplishments



Counseling cases: 79

Capacity Building: 
19 Events - 1,064 Attendees

Start-Ups: 9 

Job Creation: 202 

Investment: $4,923,549 

Job Retention: 174  

Potential Economic Impact  

Volunteer Hours: 13,629

Peer Reviewed Papers: 3

Based on data for 2014-15.
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Faculty

Over 20 professors 
and researchers 
from different 
disciplines and 

campuses share 
their knowledge  

and coach aspiring 
entrepreneurs.



Innovation as an institutional goal



Cultivate Networking 



José E Lugo
Agustín Rullán

Ubaldo Córdova

Mari Luz Zapata

José Vega

Nayda Santiago

Moraima De Hoyos

Lourdes Medina

Dani Santiago



Hacking Education at UPRM
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Products
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New Services
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uprm.edu/eship

http://uprm.edu/eship
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UPRM 

Startup 

Lab

Inaugurated May 13, 2016
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UPRM
Fellowship of 

External Doers
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